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Picnic in the Park  
A lovely, bright and simple story, ideal for early years and 
key stage 1.  At a child’s birthday picnic, lots of friends and 
their families arrive each bringing something to add to the 
picnic. The book celebrates, and portrays as completely 
normal, the fact that there are single parent families, 
same sex parent families, adopted families, dual heritage 
families, and grandparent carer families, in this happy and 
accessible story.

The Boy who Grew Flowers 
A beautiful and poetic 
fantasty story about a 
young boy who as he 
sleeps each night produces 
the most stunning flowers 
from his back.  He spends 
a lot of time covering up 
this strange happening, 
until he meets a young 
girl whose body does the 
very same thing. A great 
starting point for thinking 
about work on challenging 
gender stereotypes, and 
discussing inclusion and 
acceptance.

Frida 
A fantastically illustrated look at the life of Frida Kahlo, 
ideal for key stage 1 and 2.  Using inspiration from her art, 
but quite uniquely translated by the illustrator this simple 
and inviting book celebrated the work of one of the most 
well known and celebrated contemporary female artists, 
and provides an opportunity to make a change from the 
usual work on European artists such as Picasso and Monet.

When the Shadbush Blooms 
A lovely story that portrays the contemporary life of a 
young Native American girl, juxtaposed with historical 
and cultural traditions.  This simple story is unique in that 
whilst looking at the traditional and cultural heritage of 
this group, it constantly sets it alongside the contemporary 

modern day lives of 
Native Americans 
today.

Global Citizenship empowers children and adults to become more globally aware; to challenge social injustice and to live in a 
more equitable and sustainable way.  These newly published resources, fiction and non-fiction, challenge stereotypes of gender 
and race, and help to provide a balanced view of the world around us, geographically, socially and environmentally.

These books and many others can be bought from RISC’s bookshop, or by mail order, or official purchase orders. Contact 



A full calendar of events and themes for developing a global dimension can be found at 

RISC has a very wide selection of teaching resources for all ages and curriculum areas as well as a 
selection of artefacts for loan, please email us your name and address for further information.

Boys are Best 
A funny look at some of the stereotypes that the two boys 
in the story think make being a boy better than being a girl; 
being brave, and adventurous, and strong.  But the little 
boys in the story realise that actually they are quite scared 
of monsters, and the only person they can go to for support 
is their little sister, who isn’t scared at all.  A very good way 
to challenge some of those age old gender divides.

That’s How I see Things 
A fascinating look througn the eyes of Gond artist Rao, who 
is best known for using a traditional Indian art technique 
to depict contemporary urban London as a jungle.  In this 
book, Rao describes how an artist sees real things, but can 
turn them with the use of their imagination into something 
strange, fascinating and unusual.  A great book for looking 
at the art form, but also for celebrating people’s differences 
in ability and the way in which people view the world or live 
their lives. 

My Two Grannies 
A vibrant, funny and poetic story about a young girl who 
has both English and Caribbean heritage, and whose two 
grandmothers argue over the best way to look after her 
when she feeling unwell, but who settle their differences, 
realising that it is just love and attention that their 
granddaughter needs.  A celebration of the importance of an 
inclusive family, and grandparents who can bring different 
influences and strengths to their grandchildren’s lives.

 World Health Day Promoted by the World Health Organisation to mark the importance of health for productive and 
happy lives.  In 2008 the theme is ‘Protecting Health from Climate Change’.  

 Earth Day Established by the US Environmental Protection Agency to raise awareness of environmental issues in the 
US and later adopted in some countries as an alternative to Earth Day in March.

 Freedom Day in South Africa Marks the day in 1994 when the first democratic election was held in South Africa, that 
is an election when all adults could vote irrespective of their race, and the day in 1997 when the new constitution took effect. 


