In the 1850s the East India Company ruled over India with the help of its own army. This army employed Indians as soldiers called ‘Sepoys’. For every 9 sepoys there was just one British-born soldier. 

In 1857, many Sepoys mutinied against the British officers. Many Indian civilians joined and it became a rebellion. 
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/gk-current-affairs/story/indias-first-war-of-independence-322576-2016-05-1

The Indian War of Independence, 1857







Mutiny: refusing to obey authority/revolt within the military  
Rebellion: opposition against something, particularly the government, authority or other controlling forces





From Pearson ‘Exploring History: Cavaliers, Colonies & Coal’ textbook 




Causes of the rebellion: 
· The treatment of sepoys in the East India Company’s armies had caused tension to brew. The Indian sepoys were paid less than British soldiers and there were no promotions offered to them.
· There was also growing tensions among local Indians. Areas under the British EIC were heavily taxed and many felt they were trying to be ‘westernised’ by the British – there was a growing concern that they were trying to replace traditional religions with Christianity. 
· The final straw was in 1857 when rumours spread that the sepoys’ rife cartridges (containing gunpowder) had been greased with animal fat. This was a problem as Hindus believed cows were sacred and Muslims are not allowed to eat pig.
· Sepoys refused to use these new cartridges so were thrown in jail – this caused a violent uprising in May 1857 which quickly spread into a rebellion across north and central India


  












https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/why-did-indian-mutiny-happen

Outcome of the rebellion:
Though the British has been caught off guard and were slow the react, when reinforcements eventually arrived they responded with force. 
The conflict lasted around 18 months and it ended in July 1858 when the British defeated the Sepoys. They then took revenge on the Indian rebels, murdering many innocent Indians in the process. 

 









https://www.freeonlineindia.in/first-british-viceroy-india-lord-canning-biography/
Lord Canning, first Viceroy of India
Consequences of the rebellion: 
Throughout the rebellion there were many losses on both sides. Those fighting for the rebellion killed much of the European and Christian populations in cities such as Delhi, while the victorious British executed the remaining rebels and murdered their supporters.
The Rebellion shocked the British, at how against the Empire many Indians were. As a result, the British government decided that the East India Company would no longer be in charge of running the country. 

In 1858 the Government of India Act was passed, which gave direct rule to the British Government. India was officially part of the British Empire, under the rule of Queen Victoria. A viceroy was put in charge of India and the period known as the British Raj began. 


 


















Viceroy – someone who rules on behalf of a monarch
British Raj- used to describe the period of the British rule in India between 1858 and 1947. The word ‘raj’ is Hindi for ‘rule’.
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