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What happened:
In January 1930, the Indian National Congress issued a declaration that India should be an independent nation, governing itself. The leader of Congress, Mohandas (or Mahatma) Gandhi, and his followers were committed to non-violence, but supported civil disobedience to achieve its goal of self-rule.
Two months later, on 12 March 1930, Mohandas Gandhi began the 240 mile Salt march to the coastal village of Dandi. He claimed that ‘next to air and water, salt is perhaps the greatest necessity of life’. 
Previous to the march he had written to the Viceroy, Lord Irwin, to try and negotiate with him, but he refused to meet with Gandhi.
He started his march with 79 supporters but by the end of the 24 day march he had gathered a procession of thousands. 
He intended to produce salt from sea water to avoid paying tax on British salt which dominated the market. 
Background: 
The Indian National Congress was established in 1885. Designed to help keep the rising anger of Indian people in check, it soon became a leader in the struggle for India’s freedom.
They made a series of demands to the British, designed to benefit the Indian business class and industry. They also wanted more democracy, arguing that Indian people should have some say over how the country is run. 
They also wanted more money for education and an end to high taxes on Indian goods sold abroad. To try and push their demands, they asked people to boycott (stop buying) foreign goods such as food and clothes, and instead buy and use Indian produced goods. 
The British responded by arresting the leaders and putting them in prison is far off places – works in a number of places came out on strike in protest. 
Adapted from ‘India Fights Colonialism’, Sarbjit Johal
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Consequences of the resistance: 
After the Salt March had ended, Gandhi travelled to London, as a representative of the Indian National Congress, to attend the Round Table Conference – here he began to discuss India’s demands for independence as an equal negotiating partner. 
Though the meeting was not successful, Gandhi was recognised as an influential figure that could not be shut down or ignored. Similarly, Gandhi had become an internationally known figure and ideas of Indian independence had gained an audience worldwide. 
India later won its independence in August 1947.


Outcome of the resistance: 
After breaking Salt Laws by picking a piece of natural salt at Dandi on 6 April millions around the country did the same. These actions were reported by the media around the world, publishing ideas about Indian Independence worldwide. 
British authorities responded by arresting 60,000 people by the end of April – including Gandhi who was jailed on 5th May. However, Gandhi only called off the campaign in January 1931, later meeting with Lord Irwin who asked him to call off the civil disobedience in exchange for equal negotiating about India’s future. 


Causes of the resistance: 
· Since its creation in 1885, the Indian National Congress had been demanding more rights, benefits and democracy for the Indian people, and a reduction in British dominance over their government and industries.
· In 1882 the British introduced the ‘Salt Act’ which prevented Indians from collecting or selling salt, which was a key part of their diet. This meant they could no longer produce their own salt, and now had to buy salt from the British, which was extremely expensive 
· Then in January 1930, the Indian National Congress issued a declaration that India should be an independent nation, governing itself. 
· The leader of Congress, Mohandas Gandhi, and his followers were committed to non-violence. However, they supported civil disobedience to achieve their goal of self-rule – this ‘Civil Disobedience Movement’ needed a strong start to encourage people to follow Gandhi’s example. 
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