[footnoteRef:0]Sannyasi Rebellion [0:  From ‘India fights Colonialism’ Sarbjit Johal] 


Traditionally, a large group of Sannyasis would travel to Bengal to visit shrines, when they would also collect a religious tax from Zamindars. With the East India Company now collecting tax, many Zamindars were unable to pay both. The company tried to prevent the Sannyasis from travelling or collect money, and the groups clashed. The Sannyasis organised groups of peasants, along with village artisans and soldiers from the disbanded Mughal army, into guerrilla attacks that continued up until 1802. 


Chieftains’ Uprising 1800-1818

The East India Company implemented new systems and rules into the areas they controlled, that were starkly different from the existing traditions of the people who lived there. There was great resistance against these systems, some movements managing to take control of large villages. 

The Chieftains’ Uprising included a committee being formed within a village and the people refused to pay taxes to the East India Company. The rebels attacked the British forces from the jungle, hiding in the hills so their enemy believed that the enemy had surrounded them from all sides to combat the upper hand of power the East India Company had. Soldiers were brought in by the East India Company from Sri Lanka and Malaysia to crush the uprising. 


The Wahabi Uprising 1831 

The Wahabis were an Islamic socio-religious reform movement under the beliefs of Syed Ahmed, who wanted to purify their religion from un-Islamic practices, English Education and language. 

The movement turned into an armed revolt against landlords and British soldiers, with the leader of the revolts Titu Meer and his peasant followers taking over a number of villages. In these villages they set up their own governing system and collected taxes from the Zamindars. 

The Wahabis also played a role in a later uprising in 1857, known as the First War of Independence, as it was said they were known for a ‘consistent anti-British ideology’. 

The Santal Uprising 1855-1857
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The Santals lived in an area called the Damin-i-Koh, in the Rajmahal hills in Bengal, living off the land they cleared of forests. When the East India Company, after winning at the Battle of Plassey, robbed Bengal of its resources, it destroyed manufacturing towns and left land abandoned. 

By passing the 1793 Permanent Settlement Act, Zamindars (landlords) were allowed to take over this land and find new tenants to charge rent (as long as they paid the British Government). Santals were encouraged to come and settle on this land. This ended old tribal systems and political structures and also introduced currency to the Santals, who had relied on the barter system previously. 

To keep control, Zamindars developed a system where they would make each worker a tenant who would pay rent separately. In 1838 the annual ground rent was Rs 2000, by 1851 it was Rs 43,900. With the high rent, Santal families were often in debt or evicted for not being able to pay. Traders and money lenders were attracted to the area, who took advantage of the Santals, charging extremely high interest rates and paying very low prices for their crops. This left the Santals with very little money or crops left over. 

The rebellion begun in 1855, when a group of Santals joined together and declared themselves free. At first they directed their anger at merchants and traders, then the police and the East India Company, swearing an oath to fight until their last breath against the British. Using bow and arrows, they targeted communications systems and aimed to drive out the money lenders and Zamindars. 

However, the East India Company had much more sophisticated firearms and used force to arrest and kill the leaders of the uprising, along with many others involved, arresting over 250 people with an estimation of over 15,000 killed. 
After the rebellion, British authorities passed The Santal Parganas Tenancy Act, dividing the area into 5 different sections, abolishing the regular police force and putting a village headman in position. They however did not reduce the rent, only suggesting they could borrow money for less interest from the British. 
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