The Indian National Congress

In 1885, the Indian National Congress was started by A.O. Hume, an Englishman, who hoped it would keep in check the rising anger among Indian people. The Indian National Congress became a leader in the struggle for India’s freedom. 

“The Indian National Congress started making a series of demands to the British. These demands were designed to benefit the Indian business class, which controlled the leadership of the Indian National Congress. It demanded that there should be a better transport and communication network for industry. They also wanted more democracy, where people like themselves could have power and a greater say in the running of the country. Included in all this was also a demand to have a national education policy. In 1906, they put forward the demand for limited self-government still under the British. They demanded that the organisations which ran India for the British should have Indian people working for them. So, for example they wanted Indian people to have high positions in the Civil Service and the Army. They also demanded more money for education to help Indian industries and an end to high taxes on Indian good sold abroad. To push these demands, they called on their supports to boycott foreign goods (e.g. food, clothes, soap, perfumes). They asked people to buy and use Swadeshi goods (Indian made goods). The British responded by arresting the leaders and putting them in prison in far off places like Burma. Workers in a number of places came out on strike (e.g. The East Indian Railway workers, Jute workers etc.).[footnoteRef:0] [0:  From ‘India fights Colonialism’ Sarbjit Johal, pg. 12] 

What were the demands of the Indian National Congress? 





What methods did The Indian National Congress use?







Why do you think they chose these methods of resistance? 
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