Early Empire and Resistance [footnoteRef:0] [0:  From ‘India fights Colonialism’ Sarbjit Johal] 


The process of colonisation in India begun with the English East India Company; merchants who wanted to make money from goods they could find in India (silks, cloth and spices). The East India Company had its own army and won control of areas in India such as Bengal through methods of force, after winning the battle of Plassey (1757).[footnoteRef:1] [image: AN artist’s impression of the Battle of Plassey.] [1:  Image 1 from: https://www.britishbattles.com/anglo-french-wars-in-india/battle-of-plassey/] 


The East India Company also began to collect land revenue, which was a form of tax. These methods of plunder and looting led to poverty and famine for the peasants living in these areas and changed their whole way of life with new systems of land organisation and tenancy. Traditionally, land belonged to those who lived and worked on it, using the produce they cultivated to pay the land-lord. Under the new system, peasants now became tenants who had to pay large amounts of rent to Zamindars (landlords) and would lose their land if they couldn’t pay. [footnoteRef:2][image: /var/folders/sp/3910gzyd2kx06l02xfqz1bvw0000gn/T/com.microsoft.Word/WebArchiveCopyPasteTempFiles/Official-paper-watercolour-procession-East-India-Company.jpg] [2:  Image 2 from: https://www.britannica.com/topic/East-India-Company] 

Changes that were made by the East India Company:








Changes like these that occurred in India because of the East India Company lead to strong resistance movements all over India. Peasants in Bengal and Bihar who were suffering due to these changes led revolts, attacking army officers, land-lords and moneylenders, or formed committees and took control of villages. 
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